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SERMON. 


ISAIAH  62:  1,  2. 

FOR  ZION'S  SAKE  WILL  I  NOT  HOLD  MY  PEACE,  AND  FOR  JERUSALEM'S 
SAKE  WILL  I  NOT  REST,  TILL  THE  RIGHTEOUSNESS  THEREOF  GO 
FORTH  AS  BRIGHTNESS,  AND  THE  SALVATION  THEREOF  AS  A  LAMP 
THAT  BURNETH.  AND  THE  GENTILES  SHALL  SEE  THY  RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS, AND  ALL  KINGS  THY  GLORY. 

Such  was   the  love  which   the  evangelical  prophet  felt  for 
Jerusalem,  and  such  his  desire  that  its  glory  might  be  extended. 
It  was  a  desire  which  gave  him  no  rest,  but  prompted  him  to  in- 
cessant labor   and   prayer   for  the  accomplishment  of  its  object. 
Desires  similar  to  this  have  been  felt  and  similar  efforts  made 
by  the  faithful  servants  of  God  from  age  to    age,  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  .the  Christian  religion.      Since   the   commencement 
of  the  present  century,  the  spread  of   Christianity  has  been    a 
subject  of  growing  interest  to  the  friends  of  religion.     Good  men 
have  been  excited,  in  an  unusual  degree,  to  unite  their  efforts 
and  prayers  for  the  enlargement  of  the  church.     The  God  of 
heaven  has  shown,  by  the  promises  of  his  word  and  the  dispen- 
sations of  his  providence,  that  he  regards  this  object  with  the 
highest  favor,  and  that  it   is  his  unalterable   purpose,    that   the 
earth  shall  be  filled  with  his  glory.     It  would  certainly  be  rea- 
sonable to  expect  that  the  cause  of  Christianity,  thus  aided  and 
supported,  would  soon  prevail  through  the  world ;  that  the  reign 
of  righteousness  and    peace  would    speedily  be  extended  from 
the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  of  the  same.     And  it 
becomes   a  subject  of  serious  inquiry,  why  this  is  not  the  case  ? 
Why  has  not  this  blessed   cause,  which  is  eminently  the  cause  of 


God,  become  universally  triumphant  ?  Why  has  not  the  inhe- 
rent excellence  of  the  Christian  religion,  united  with  the  power 
of  all  holy  beings  in  heaven  and  earth,  brought  the  whole 
world  to  feel  its  influence  and  receive  its  blessings?  No  doubt 
this  would  long  since  have  taken  place,  had  there  not  been 
some  mighty  obstacles  in  the  way,  some  opposing  causes,  pow- 
erful enough  to  counteract  the  strong  tendencies  of  Christianity 
itself,  and  all  the  influence  which  has  been  exerted  in  its  favor. 
That  the  world  is  not  converted  to  Christianity,  cannot  be 
ascribed  to  the  operation  of  any  one  cause  exclusively.  In  this, 
as  in  most  other  things,  a  variety  of  causes  are  at  work.  The 
chief  of  these  are  found  in  all  unsanctified  men,  consisting  in 
their  sinful  affections  and  pursuits.  These  are  referred  to  in  the 
parable  of  the  sower,  as  the  great  hinderances  to  the  good  ef- 
fect of  divine  truth.  The  seed  which  fell  on  good  ground, 
sprang  up  and  bare  abundant  fruit ;  while  the  fruitfulness  of  the 
other  seed  was  prevented  by  the  state  of  the  ground,  and  other 
unpropitious  circumstances.  The  hinderances  referred  to  in 
the  parable,  were  the  unholy  dispositions  of  the  human  heart, 
together  with  those  temptations  and  snares  which  beset  unrenew- 
ed man,  and  which  derive  their  influence  chiefly  from  his  moral 
corruption.  Besides  the  general  causes  just  mentioned,  there  are 
causes  which  are  peculiar  to  particular  classes  of  men  ;  such  as 
the  superstition  and  ignorance  of  the  Hindoos,  and  the  power  of 
caste  among  them  ;  the  intellectual  and  moral  state  of  Jews, 
Mahometans,  Papists,  he.  By  these  and  such  like  causes,  the 
minds  of  men  are  closed  and  barred  against  the  truth.  Preach- 
ing the  gospel  to  them  in  their  present  moral  state,  generally 
proves  like  sowing  seed  upon  the  face  of  a  rock,  or  upon  the 
snows  of  winter.  Other  hinderances  may  be  found  in  the  hos- 
tile and  persecuting  power  of  civil  governments ;  and  others 
still,  and  perhaps  the  more  difficult  of  all  to  be  overcome,  in 
the  radically  erroneous  impressions  made  upon  the  minds  of 
men  in  different  parts  of  the  heathen  world,  and  even  in  coun- 
tries blessed  with  the  light  of  the  gospel,  by  the  flagrant  errors 
and  vices  of  nominal  Christians.  A  greater  obstacle  to  the 
spread  of  true  Christianity   can   hardly   be   conceived,  than  the 


influence  which  the  emissaries  of  the  church  of  Rome  have  ex- 
ercised by  their  attempts  to  make  proselytes.  To  account  fully 
for  the  little  progress  which  has  been  made  by  Christians  in  their 
endeavours  to  evangelize  the  world,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
bring  into  view  all  the  obstacles  just  alluded  to  ; — obstacles  so 
many  and  so  great,  that  they  have  left  but  a  small  measure  of 
success  to  the  most  faithful  servants  of  Christ  in  any  age. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  hinderances  to  the  spread  of 
the  gospel;  I  mean  those  which  are  found  in  Christians  them- 
selves. It  is  this  class  which  I  propose  particularly  to  consider 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  members  of  this  Board,  together 
with  a  large  portion  of  the  ministers  and  people  of  these  United 
States,  have  been  engaged,  for  twenty  years,  in  sending  the  gos- 
pel to  the  unevangelized  parts  of  the  world.  What  we  and  our 
fellow  laborers  have  performed  in  this  great  work  has  not  been 
in  vain  ;  and  we  are  encouraged  to  go  forward  in  our  endeavours 
to  spread  the  gospel  through  the  earth.  But  still  how  small  the 
measure  of  our  success,  compared  with  our  desires  !  How  little 
has  been  done,  compared  with  what  remains  undone  ! 

Remembering  that  I  am  never  again,  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this,  to  address  my  beloved  brethren,  the  members  of  this  Board, 
and  other  friends  of  Missions  now  present,  and  confiding  in  your 
candor,  I  shall  use  an  affectionate  plainness  of  speech,  endeavour- 
ing with  sincerity  of  heart  to  promote  that  precious  cause,  which, 
I  trust,  is  the  supreme  object  of  our  desires. 

Our  particular  inquiry  is,  what  obstacles  to  the  conversion  of 
the  world  are  found  among  those  who,  in  different  ways,  are  en- 
listed in  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  ? 

The  first  obstacle  I  shall  mention  is,  the  defect  of  our  Chris- 
tian character,  or  the  want  of  a  higher  degree  of  holiness. 

In  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  our  religious  character,  we 
must  examine  ourselves  by  the  standard  of  God's  perfect  law. 
And  what  is  the  fair  result  of  such  an  examination  ?  When  in 
the  hour  of  retirement  and  stillness,  we  honestly  compare  our  af- 
fections and  lives  with  those  divine  precepts,  which  require  us  to 
love  God  with  all  the  heart,  to  love  every  human  being  as  we 
iove  ourselves,  and  to  be  holy  as  Christ  is  holy ;  what  can  we 


do  but  adopt  the  language  of  humble  confession,  and  say  ; — If 
thou,  Lord,  shouldst  mark  iniquity,  O  Lord,  who  could  stand? 
Before  him  who  searcheth  the  heart  and  knovveth  all  things,  and 
in  whose  sight  the  heavens  are  not  clean,  we  must,  every  one  of 
us,  be  filled  with  shame  and  self-abhorrence,  and  penitently  cry 
out, — Behold !  I  am  vile  ;  what  shall  I  answer  ? 

That  this  imperfection  of  our  Christian  character  must  prove 
a  great  hindcrance  to  the  success  of  the  cause  we  are  endeavour- 
ing to  promote,  appears  from  the  very  nature  of  that  cause.     It 
is  the  cause  of  holiness.     And  no  one  can  be  a  fit  instrument  to 
promote  such  a  cause,  except  in  the  degree  in  which  he  himself 
is  holy.    The  proper  agents  to  be  employed  in  this  work  are  men 
who  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  men  dead  to  the  world,   and   alive  unto 
God.     Without  holiness,  no  right  efforts  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  church  and  the  propagation  of  true  religion  through  the  world 
will  ever  be  made.     Without  holiness,  we  are  unfit  to  have  any 
agency  in  this  undertaking.     The  work  of  converting  sinners  and 
building  up  the  church  is  a  holy  work,  and  should  not  be  touched 
with   unholy   hands.     We  may  be  willing  to   employ   our  time 
and  our  worldly  substance  in  the  cause   of  Missions,  and  to  do 
this    in  the    highest  degree   which   can    be  justly  demanded   of 
us.      Still    if    we   contribute    these    external    services,    without 
love    to    God    in  our    hearts ;    how    little    shall    we    be    likely 
to    accomplish  !        The    system    of   means    necessary    to    the 
spread  of    the    gospel,  is    indeed    partly  external  and  visible ; 
but   it    has  also   an    inward,  invisible   part,    consisting   in  com- 
passion to  the  souls  of  men,  and  in  strong  desires,  and  fervent, 
unceasing  prayers  for  their  salvation.      However   important  may 
be  the  outward  means  above  mentioned  ;  these  inward  operations 
of  holiness,  these  benevolent  desires  and   fervent   prayers,  which 
are  visible  only  to  the  eye  of  God,  are  still  more  important.     It  is 
this  inward,  invisible  machinery,  (if  I  may  so  call  it,)  which  gives 
efficiency  to  the  external  means.     It  is  this  spiritual,  devout,  fer- 
vent action  of  a  purified   heart,  which  exerts  the  most  certain  and 
powerful  influence  in  promoting  the  salvation  of  men.     Who  can 
estimate  the  amount  of  good  which   twelve   men,   possessing   the 
character  of  the  twelve  apostles,  might  accomplish  at  the  present 

day  ? 


Let  it  be  remembered,  Brethren,  that  if  we  fall  short  of  the 
proper  degree  of  holiness,  our  success  in  the  cause  of  Missions 
will  be  essentially  hindered.  And  though  we  may  give  a  portion 
of  our  time  and  our  substance  to  this  cause  ;  though  we  may  stated- 
ly meet  to  deliberate  and  act  in  behalf  of  the  perishing  millions 
of  our  race  ;  yet  those  humble  Christians  who  live  in  retirement, 
and  who  take  no  part  in  these  more  public  transactions,  may  in 
reality  stand  higher  than  we  do,  as  instruments  of  good  to  the 
world.  By  their  pure  affections  and  fervent  prayers  in  secret, 
they  may  do  more  for  the  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom, 
than  can  be  done  by  any  outward  means,  unaccompanied  by  the 
spirit  of  holiness.  The  God  who  rules  over  all,  will  so  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  church  and  the  world,  as  to  make  it  manifest, 
that  he  is  the  immutable  friend  of  holiness. 

Secondly.  If  the  mere  want  of  a  proper  measure  of  holiness 
detracts  from  our  success  in  spreading  the  gospel  ;  this  unhappy 
effect  must  result  in  a  still  higher  degree  from  the  direct  indul- 
gence of  affections  ivhich  are  selfish  and  earthly. 

Selfish,  earthly  affections  aim  at  a  selfish,  earthly  interest. 
But  the  spread  of  the  gospel  through  the  world  is  a  benevolent  and 
spiritual  interest.  These  two  interests  are  directly  opposite  to 
each  other ;  and  the  dispositions  and  efforts  which  are  suited  to 
the  one,  are  not  suited  to  the  other.  If  then,  while  we  seem  to 
be  laboring  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  we  give  a  place  in  our 
hearts  to  pride,  ambition,  or  any  selfish  affection,  we  throw  an  ob- 
stacle directly  in  the  way  of  our  success  in  promoting  that  bene- 
volent object.  This  is  true,  even  where  the  sinful  affections  we 
indulge  do  not  make  themselves  visible  by  any  irregular  conduct. 
If,  when  we  retire  for  secret  devotion,  or  kneel  around  our  family 
altars  ;  if,  when  we  meet  in  the  sanctuary,  or  at  the  monthly  con- 
cert, there  should  be  in  our  hearts  a  predominance  of  worldly  af- 
fections ;  especially,  if  we  should  bring  these  affections  with  us, 
when  we  engage  in  more  public  and  more  important  transactions 
relative  to  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom ; — such  a  state  of 
mind  would  prove  a  mighty  clog  to  the  cause  of  benevolence. 
With  the  outward  man  we  might  indeed  be  laboring  to  advance 
that  cause  ;  but  the  inward  man  would  be  a  hinderance  in  the  way  ; 


— a  hinderance  invisible,  perhaps,  to  man,  but  none  the  less  real. 
Indeed  such  a  secret,  invisible  counteraction  is  attended  with  pe- 
culiar danger.  It  is  a  concealed  enemy,  whose  power  cannot  be 
successfully  opposed,  because  it  cannot  be  seen.  When,  there- 
fore, the  cause  in  which  we  are  enlisted  is  at  a  stand,  and  our 
various  missionary  operations  are  attended  with  no  encouraging 
success  ;  it  will  become  us  to  inquire  very  seriously,  whether  this 
may  not  be  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  some  unholy  passion 
which  finds  indulgence  in  our  hearts,  and  which,  like  the  sin  of 
Achan,  provokes  the  displeasure  of  a  holy,  heart-searching  God. 

But  the  operation  of  these  counteracting  causes  is  not  always 
concealed.  If  worldly  and  selfish  passions  prevail  in  any  consid- 
erable degree,  they  will  have  a  visible  influence.  And  we  may 
be  somewhat  aided  in  getting  a  just  conception  of  what  this  influ- 
ence will  be,  and  also  of  the  opposite  influence,  by  taking  a  com- 
parative view  of  two  public  bodies  of  men,  one  of  which  is  influ- 
enced by  right  motives,  the  other,  by  those  which  are  worldly  and 
selfish. 

Look  then,  first,  into  an  assembly  of  Ministers  and  Christians, 
who  have  come  together  to  consult  for  the  salvation  of  their  fel- 
low men,  and  who  are  influenced  in  all  their  deliberations  by  holy 
affections.  Delightful,  happy  assembly  !  Their  object  is  one. 
Their  hearts  are  one.  They  are  knit  together  in  pure  and  fer- 
vent love.  They  consult,  not  for  their  own  interest  or  honor, 
but  for  the  cause  of  Christ ;  and  they  do  it  in  the  spirit  of  Christ. 
Each  one  contributes  to  that  cause  all  the  intelligence  and  all  the 
active  power  which  he  possesses.  Each  one  is  gratified  with  all 
the  talents  and  influence  which  belong  to  his  brethren,  for  the 
same  reason  that  he  is  gratified  with  his  own.  And  if  others  are 
able,  by  their  superior  talents  and  influence,  to  contribute  more 
than  he  to  that  object  which  is  dearest  to  his  heart ;  the  more  is 
he  gratified. — No  one  expends  his  zeal  in  favor  of  any  measure, 
because  ho  was  the  first  to  propose  it.  And  no  one  has  such 
confidence  in  himself,  as  to  suppose  that  a  measure  must  be  right, 
because  it  originated  with  him.  No  one  is  pertinacious,  or  self- 
willed.  The  wisdom  which  reigns  among  them  "is  from  above  ; 
and  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  intreated,  full  of  mercy 


and  good  fruits,  without  partiality  and  without  hypocrisy."  In 
such  an  assembly,  all  is  candor  and  kindness.  The  inquiry  is. 
what  will  please  Christ?  What  will  promote  the  prosperity  of  his 
kingdom?  If  on  any  subject  the  members  for  a  time  differ  in 
judgment,  they  still  agree  in  feeling ;  and  in  the  end  are  likely  to 
agree  in  judgment  too  ;  so  that  important  measures  are  not  com- 
monly carried  either  by  a  small  or  a  large  majority,  but  with  per- 
fect unanimity.  Thus  pursuing  their  object  with  Christian  love, 
and  condescension,  and  singleness  of  heart,  and  with  earnest 
prayer  for  divine  guidance,  they  enjoy  the  presence  and  favor  of 
God.  He  graciously  superintends  their  deliberations,  and  gives 
them  success  in  promoting  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

Look  now  at  an  assembly  professedly  engaged  in  promoting 
the  same  cause,  but  among  whom  a  selfish,  earthly  spirit  prevails. 
A  regard  to  reputation,  or  some  worldly  policy  may  perhaps  pre- 
serve them  from  open  disorder  and  violence,  and  induce  them  to 
pursue  such  a  course  as  will  render  their  assembly  respectable 
and  honorable.  But  when  their  business  is  specially  important, 
and  when  circumstances  are  such  as  to  try  men's  souls,  and  tore- 
quire  special  effort  and  self  denial ;  they  are  likely  soon  to  show 
what  their  ruling  passions  are.  Being  without  any  common  af- 
fection to  unite  them,  they  will  have  division  and  strife.  Individ- 
uals will  strenuously  oppose  a  measure,  though  altogether  salutary 
in  its  tendency,  because  it  is  not  calculated  to  gratify  their  person- 
al feelings,  or  to  promote  their  private  or  local  interests.  It  is 
manifest  from  their  transactions,  that  they  have  lost  sight  of  the 
great  object  of  Christian  benevolence.  And  as  they  do  not  truly 
consult  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  their  meas- 
ures are  not  suited  to  promote  it.  And  if  the  cause  of  Christ  is 
in  any  measure  advanced,  yea,  if  it  is  not  essentially  injured  ;  it 
will  be  owing  to  that  sovereign  providence  of  God,  which  brings 
good  out  of  evil. 

The  same  selfish  spirit  which  has  such  a  blasting  influence 
upon  ministers  and  Christians  in  their  public  transactions,  will 
show  itself  also  in  their  private  life,  and  will  hold  them  back  from 
those  labors  and  sacrifices  and  prayers,  which  are  the  appointed 
means  of  extending  the  reign  of  Christ.     Men  will  act  according 
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to  their  ruling  passion.  If  the  love  of  any  worldly  object  predom- 
inates, their  thoughts  and  efforts  will  be  directed  to  that  object. 
As  to  the  measures  which  ardent,  devoted  Christians  are  pursuing 
for  the  salvation  of  men, — they  will  look  upon  them  with  coldness 
or  aversion.  What  influence  can  such  men  be  supposed  to  have 
in  promoting  the  salvation  of  the  world  ? 

Thirdly.  The  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom  is  essentially 
hindered  by  division  and  strife  among  his  followers. 

The  cause  of  missions  must  be  promoted  by  the  united  exer- 
tions of  ministers  and  Christians.  The  good  actually  accomplish- 
ed must  be  the  result  of  such  exertions.  If  then  any  disunion  pre- 
vails among  those  who  are  enlisted  in  that  cause,  the  amount  of 
good  they  will  be  able  to  accomplish  will  certainly  be  diminished. 
The  injury  which  division  occasions,  is  twofold.  First,  it  de- 
tracts from  the  benevolent  efforts  of  the  individuals  concerned. 
Though  the  subject  about  which  they  disagree  may  be  ever  so 
unimportant,  it  is  likely  to  occupy  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  their 
thoughts,  and  to  turn  off  their  attention  from  the  cause  of  Christ, 
which  is  the  great  end  of  their  united  efforts.  In  consequence  of 
this,  each  one  will  have  less  affection  for  that  cause,  than  he  oth- 
erwise would  have,  and  will  do  less  to  promote  it. 

Besides  this,  there  is  a  clashing  of  influence.  The  efforts,  ac- 
tually made  for  the  cause  of  Christ  by  one  part,  will  be  more  or 
less  resisted  and  their  good  effect  prevented  by  the  counter  efforts 
of  another  part.  Just  as  it  is  with  an  army,  divided  and  contend- 
ing among  themselves.  The  different  portions  of  it,  instead  of 
making  a  united  assault  upon  the  common  enemy,  are  broken  and 
exhausted  by  annoying  each  other  ;  and  the  few  efforts  they  may 
make  to  gain  a  victory  over  the  enemy,  are  rendered  powerless 
by  division  and  counter  movements  among  themselves. 

As  the  want  of  a  cordial  union  among  ministers  and  Christians 
is  such  a  hindcrance  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  ;  how  great  is  the 
evil  of  whatever  tends  to  produce  division.  By  indulging  such 
feelings,  or  pursuing  such  measures,  as  have  this  tendency  ; 
by  unscriptural  novelties  in  doctrine,  by  abstruse  or  eccentric 
speculations,  or  by  any  such  disputes,  as  are  likely  to  gender 
strife  among  the  friends  of  evangelical  religion,  we  may  throw  an 
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obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  success  of  the  gospel,  which  our  most 
painful  efforts  will  not  be  able  to  remove,  and  which  will  be  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  regret  to  us  through  the  remainder  of  our  life. 

Fourthly.  We  may  hinder  the  cause  of  Missions  by  the  un- 
necessary excitement  of  popular  prejudice. 

The  Missionary  enterprise  must  fail  of  success,  without  the 
cordial  affection  and  support  of  the  Christian  community.  It 
essentially  needs  the  aid  of  their  efforts,  contributions,  and  prayers. 
Now  if  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  sacred  interests  of  Mis- 
sions, are  chargeable  with  any  misconduct,  or  any  manifest  indis- 
cretion ;  such  misconduct  or  indiscretion,  proclaimed,  as  it  will  be, 
in  the  ears  of  the  public,  may  cool  the  affections,  excite  the  pre- 
judices, and  prevent  the  contributions  and  prayers  of  thousands. 
In  this  way,  our  power  to  do  good  may  be  greatly  diminished  and 
a  lasting  injury  be  done  to  the  cause  which  we  are  striving  to 
promote. 

Fifthly.  We  hinder  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  so  far  as  we  fall 
short  in  our  duty  in  regard  to  the  benevolent  use  of  property. 

Just  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  and  excellence  of  the  ob- 
ject, should  be  our  liberality  in  contributing  of  our  substance  for 
its  promotion.  It  is  the  dictate  of  sound  judgment  as  well  as  of 
piety,  that  we  should  use  our  worldly  property  in  such  a  manner, 
as  will  afford  us  the  greatest  pleasure  in  our  future  reflections. 
Now  let  any  Christian  consider  how  he  will  view  this  subject,  af- 
ter the  delusions  of  the  present  world  shall  have  passed  away,  and 
the  light  of  heaven  shall  reveal  things  as  they  are.  Let  him  in- 
quire with  himself; — will  it  be  most  pleasing  to  me  in  the  man- 
sions of  the  blessed,  to  remember  that  I  devoted  this  particular  sum, 
be  it  larger  or  smaller,  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  heathen  lands, 
or  to  remember  that  I  used  it  for  the  purpose  of  self  gratification, 
or  the  aggrandizement  of my  family  ?■  Shall  I  have  the  greatest 
pleasure  then  in  reflecting,  that  such  an  amount  of  property  was 
made  the  means  of  advancing  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  or  the  means 
of  increasing  the  wealth  of  my  heirs  ? 

Brethren,  suffer  me  to  speak  freely.  The  Christian  commu- 
nity has  of  late  years  been  waking  up,  in  a  measure,  to  better 
views  in  regard  to  the  proper  value  and  use  of  money  ;    and 
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many  examples  have  been  exhibited  of  a  very  honorable  liberality 
in  contributing  to  benevolent  objects.     But  is  not  the  prevailing 
practical  sentiment  still  very  far  below  the  right  standard  ?   Can  it 
be  that  men  of  wealth    make  the  cause  of  Christ  their  great  ob- 
ject, when  they  generally  give  lo  it  so  small  a  proportion  of  their 
substance  ?    They  love  religion,   no  doubt,  and  wish  to  communi- 
cate its  precious  blessings  to  those  who  are  ready  to  perish  ;  anql 
with  a  view  to  this  object  they  contribute   from   year  to  year,  and 
contribute  liberally  too  in  comparison  with  the  generality  of  those 
around  them  ;  and  then   make   legacies   to  some  charitable  socie- 
ties.    For  these  acts  of  Christian   love  we  sincerely  honor  their 
memories;   and  we  thank  God  who  gave  them  the  ability  and  the 
disposition  to  do  good.     But  after  all,  what  is  the  real  amount  of 
their  charities,  compared  with  the  whole  of  their  property  ?     In  a 
few  instances,  after  a  comfortable  provision  for  their  families,  they 
devote  the  residue  of  their  estate,  which  is  the  greater  part,  to  the 
service  of  God.     This  is  as  it  should  be.     But  how  is  it  general- 
ly with   them  that  are  rich  ?     Have  we  not  often  occasion,  after 
they  are  gone,  to  regret  their  mistakes,  and  to  mourn   that  they 
did  not  entertain  such  views  of  the  value  of  wealth  while  in  this 
world,  as  we  are  sure  they  must  in  the  world  above?     After  the 
decease  of  one  good  man  and  another,  are  we  not  constrained  to 
say  ; — how  happy  would  it  be,  had  they,  while  here,  anticipated 
the  feelings  they  now  have  as  to  the  right  use  of  their  property, 
and  had  their  contributions  and  legacies  done  full  justice  to  their 
own  hearts,  and  made  it  manifest  not  only  that   they  loved  the 
cause  of  Christ,  but  that  they  loved  it  supremely. — Alas  !  it  is 
evident  that  ministers  and  Christians  generally  need  stronger  faith, 
more  deadness  to  the  world,  and  a  clearer  view  of  eternal  things. 
They  are  not  as  spiritually  minded  as  they  ought  to  be.    They  have 
not  fully  emerged  from  the  darkness  of  a  worldly  life  ?  In  this  state, 
do  they  not  look  at  their  property  chiefly  as  the  means  of  pleasing 
themselves,   and    promoting  worldly  objects  ?     And  if  they  use  it 
in  some  measure  for  the  interest  of  Christ's  kingdom,  is  it  not  still 
manifest  that  they  make  that  no  more  than  a  secondary  object  ? 
Now,  whether  we  have  more  or  less  of  worldly  substance,  if  we 
entertain  mistaken  or  inadequate  views  of  our  duty  respecting  the 
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use  of  it,  and  fall  short  of  the  high  standard  of  self-denial  and  be- 
nevolent action  set  before  us  in  the  word  of  God ;  if  we  give  one 
dollar  when  we  should  give  ten,  or  ten  when  we  should  give  a  hun- 
dred, a  thousand,  or  ten  thousand  ; — this  deficiency  will  be  sinful  in 
the  sight  of  God,  and  will  directly  hinder  the  success  of  the  Mis- 
sionary cause.  This  is  oue  of  the  great  hinderances  which  now 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  propagation  of  Christianity.  Ah  !  brethren, 
there  are  better  times  approaching.  Generations  of  Christians 
will  ere  long  rise  up  in  the  different  walks  of  life,  who  will  re- 
member that  the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof,  and 
that  the  silver  and  the  gold  are  to  be  devoted  to  his  service. 
The  time,  we  trust,  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  church  and  its 
ministers  will  have  higher  views  of  duty,  more  self-denial,  more 
simplicity  in  their  modes  of  living,  more  devotion  to  that  blessed 
cause,  for  which  the  Son  of  God  became  poor.  And  those  bet- 
ter ministers  and  churches  will  look  back  upon  us  in  this  our  sea- 
son of  twilight  and  heaviness,  and  will  wonder  that  we  did  so 
little  for  so  great  an  object,  and  that  the  work  of  evangelizing  the 
world  was  carried  forward  so  slowly  in  our  day.  Through  the 
mercy  of  God,  there  is  to  be  a  visible  growth  of  Christian  char- 
acter. Our  children  and  children's  children  will,  we  doubt  not, 
rise  far  above  the  highest  zeal  and  devotion  of  the  present  time  ; 
will  be  heartily  grieved  at  the  remembrance  of  our  deficiencies, 
and  will  say  among  themselves  ; — we  honor  the  memory  of  our 
fathers,  who  lived  in  the  former  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
We  bless  God  that  they  had  such  a  measure  of  zeal  for  the  spread 
of  the  gospel,  and  began  to  labor  and  pray  in  earnest  for  the  sal- 
vation of  the  heathen.  But  it  is  truly  a  matter  of  regret,  that 
they  had  so  imperfect  a  view  of  their  obligations  in  regard  to  the 
use  of  their  property,  and  that  they  contributed  so  little  to  the 
march  of  Christianity  through  the  world. 

The  only  remaining  obstacle  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  which 
I  shall. mention,  is,  the  want  of  a  proper  feeling  and  acknowledge- 
ment of  our  dependence  on  God  for  the  success  of  our  efforts. 

There  is  nothing  which  stands  in  more  direct  opposition  to 
the  truth,  than  the  spirit  of  pride  and  self-dependence.  For 
whatever   importance  we  may  attach  to   our  own   efforts  in  the 
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work  of  evangelizing  the  world,  and  whatever  good  we  may  ex- 
pect from  the  faithful  labors  of  missionaries ;  yet  all  success 
comes  from  God.  The  gospel,  which  is  to  be  preached  among 
the  heathen,  does  indeed  contain  the  most  interesting  truths,  and 
urge  the  most  powerful  motives.  But  such  is  the  moral  slate  of 
man,  that  the  preaching  of  it,  even  by  the  most  faithful  minis- 
ters, will  be,  as  it  always  has  been,  utterly  in  vain,  unless  it  is 
made  effectual  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  word  of 
God  teaches,  and  universal  experience  teaches  the  same,  that  the 
unrenewed  heart  is  enmity  against  God  ;  that  it  is  not  subject 
to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.  There  is  in  man  a 
loftiness  of  spirit,  a  love  of  the  world,  a  selfishness,  which  per- 
tinaciously resists  the  influence  of  divine  truth,  and  all  the  at- 
tractions of  divine  love.  So  that  the  gospel,  both  in  Christian 
and  pagan  lands,  will  be  preached  in  vain,  unless  this  resistance 
in  the  hearts  of  men  is  effectually  subdued.  But  it  is  too  strong 
to  be  subdued  by  any  power  short  of  Omnipotence.  In  the  most 
favorable  circumstances,  therefore,  nothing  can  be  effectually 
done  to  bring  men  into  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  except  by  the  spe- 
cial operation  of  God.  And  we  depend  equally  upon  the  divine 
blessing  for  the  success  of  those  measures  which  we  adopt  as 
preparatory  to  the  extension  of  the  church.  The  efforts  we 
make  to  stir  up  the  people  of  our  country  to  compassionate  those 
who  are  in  moral  darkness,  and  to  contribute  of  their  substance 
to  the  salvation  of  the  world,  and  all  our  efforts  to  train  up  young 
men  for  the  Missionary  service,  and  to  send  them  forth  to  differ- 
ent fields  of  labor,  will  entirely  fail  of  their  effect,  unless  they  are 
accompanied  with  the  divine  influence.  As  friends  to  the  heathen 
world,  we  are  engaged  in  a  benevolent,  holy  work.  The  unre- 
newed heart  is  against  us.  The  spirit  of  the  world  is  against  us. 
The  remaining  ambition  and  selfishness  of  good  men  is  against 
us.  The  whole  current  of  earthly  interests  and  pursuits  is  against 
us.  These  hostile  powers,  which  form  such  a  mighty  combina- 
tion both  without  the  church  and  within  it,  are  unceasing  in  their 
opposition.  They  never  sleep.  They  are  always  watching  for 
opportunities  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  Christian  religion. 
And  even  when  we  seem  to  be  the  most  prosperous,  and  when  the 
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prospect  before  us  is  the  most  bright  and  animating,  and  we  may 
begin  to  congratulate  ourselves  as  though  the  victory  were  won  ; 
we  may  soon  find  that  there  has  been  some  counter  current  be- 
neath,— some  malignant  cause  working  and  gaining  strength  in 
secret ;  and  this  malignant  cause,  thus  concealing  itself  till  it  be- 
comes powerful,  may  mix  itself  with  the  self  interest,  the  pas- 
sions, and  the  prejudices  of  the  irreligious,  and  with  all  that  is 
earthly  in  the  pious,  and  so  a  torrent  of  dreadful  force  may  be 
formed,  which  will  scorn  all  restraint,  and  be  ready  to  overwhelm 
us  and  our  cause.  The  hostile  powers  of  which  I  now  speak, 
meet  us  every  where.  Whatever  measures  we  adopt  for  the  en- 
largement of  Christ's  kingdom,  in  our  own  or  in  foreign  lands,  we 
must  look  for  resistance  from  the  thousand  forms  of  depravity 
existing  in  the  world,  in  the  church,  and  in  our  own  hearts  ;  re- 
sistance so  subtile  and  determined,  as  not  only  to  check  our  suc- 
cess, but  entirely  to  dishearten  us,  and  to  constrain  us  to  abandon 
our  object,  unless  God  interpose  to  strengthen  us,  and  to  turn 
back  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

Now  as  we  are  thus  encompassed  with  dangers  ;  as  we  are  so 
feeble  and  imperfect  ourselves,  and  are  laboring  to  promote  the 
spiritual  kingdom  of  Christ  in  a  world  where  self-interest,  and 
pride,  and  numberless  other  forms  of  sin  are  constantly  arrayed 
against  us,  and  as  the  unsanctified  hearts  of  men  are  every  where 
full  of  unyielding  opposition  to  the  holiness  of  Christianity;  we 
ought  ever  to  remember  and  to  feel,  that  our  success  depends  ul- 
timately on  the  mercy  and  power  of  God. — If  we  do  not  feel 
this  ;  if  we  do  not  remember  that  we  are  nothing,  and  that  God 
is  all  in  all ;  if  we  rely  upon  the  wisdom  of  our  measures,  upon 
the  strength  of  our  arguments,  or  the  persuasiveness  of  our  elo- 
quence, or  even  upon  our  prayers,  and  forget  Him,  whose  Spirit 
prompts  all  wise  counsels,  and  all  holy  endeavours,  and  whose 
blessing  alone  renders  human  efforts  effectual ;  we  place  ourselves 
in  opposition  to  the  truth,  we  rob  God  of  his  glory,  and  make 
ourselves  an  offence  and  an  abomination  in  his  sight ;  and  so  we 
cut  ourselves  off  from  that  divine  blessing  on  which  our  success 
absolutely  depends.  For  how  can  we  expect  that  he  will  give  us 
success  in  such  a  way  as  will  minister  to  our  pride  ?    If  we  bring 
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into  our  transactions  for  the  promotion  of  Christ's  kingdom  a 
spirit  of  self-dependence,  we  create  an  obstacle  to  the  progress  of 
our  cause;  we  act  against  our  prayers,  and  bring  a  blast  upon  our 
labors. 

Beloved  Brethren  of  this  Board,  and  all  friends  of  the  Mis- 
sionary cause  ;  the  great  object  for  which  we  are  unitedly  labor- 
ing, is  the  establishment  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  heathen  lands. 
This  is  the  object  for  which  the  Saviour  submitted  to  suffering  and 
death.  This  is  the  cause  which  the  prayers  and  labors  of  the 
saints  and  the  ministration  of  angels  are  intended  to  subserve. 
It  is  the  cause,  to  the  promotion  and  ultimate  triumph  of  which 
God  is  directing  all  the  movements  of  his  providence.  With  such 
labors  and  prayers  on  earth  and  such  powers  and  operations  in 
heaven  in  its  favor,  we  should  think  this  glorious  cause  must  make 
rapid  advances.  And  it  certainly  would  make  rapid  advances, 
and  would  speedily  triumph  in  every  part  of  the  world,  were  it 
not  for  the  many  and  mighty  obstacles  which  resist  its  course. 
These  obstacles,  so  far  as  they  arise  from  ourselves,  we  have  now 
taken  into  serious  consideration.  We  have  seen  that  those  who 
are  engaged  in  promoting  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  may  obstruct  its 
progress  by  the  want  of  higher  degrees  of  holiness  ;  by  the  indul- 
gence of  selfish  and  earthly  passions  ;  by  division  and  strife  among 
themselves;  by  unnecessarily  exciting  popular  prejudice;  by  fall- 
ing short  of  duty  in  regard  to  their  worldly  substance  ;  and  by  the 
want  of  a  proper  feeling  and  acknowledgement  of  their  depen- 
dence on  God  for  the  success  of  their  efForts.  If  then  we  would 
effectually  advance  the  reign  of  Christ,  we  must  take  care  not  to 
put  any  of  these  hinderances  in  its  way,  nor  to  leave  them  there. 
We  must  rise  above  that  low  and  defective  state  of  piety  which 
tends  to  obstruct  our  success,  and  by  higher  attainments  in  holi- 
ness prepare  ourselves  to  be  better  instruments,  and  to  exert  a 
higher  and  better  agency  in  extending  Christ's  kingdom.  We 
must  oppose  and  subdue  all  selfish  and  earthly  passions,  as  these 
passions,  so  far  as  they  prevail,  will  array  themselves  against  the 
benevolent  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  will  turn  us  off  from  our  great 
work  to  those  interests  which  are  private  or  local,  and  which  ought 
never  to  be  permitted,  and  which  1  trust  never  will  be  permitted 
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by  us,  to  come  into  competition  with  the  interests  of  the  Redeem- 
er's kingdom.  We  must  look  upon  division  and  strife  among  the 
friends  of  the  Missionary  cause  as  a  great  evil  ;  and  for  the  sake 
of  preventing  it,  we  must  watchfully  guard  against  all  indiscre- 
tions, all  rash  and  doubtful  projects,  all  in  our  modes  of  thinking 
and  acting  which  would  be  needlessly  offensive,  all  love  of  preem- 
inence, and  all  aiming  at  personal  or  selfish  objects.  We  must 
earnestly  seek  the  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  and  endeavour 
to  be  followers  of  him,  who  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.  In 
pursuit  of  our  object,  we  must  form  a  just  conception  of  the  real 
value  of  property,  and  faithfully  use  it  as  a  means  of  doing  good. 
We  must  endeavour  to  have  our  wants  few,  and  cultivate  a  taste 
for  Christian  simplicity.  As  to  the  objects  of  benevolence,  our 
hearts  should  be  large.  We  should  make  it  our  maxim  to  be 
sparing  in  self-gratification,  but  liberal  in  giving  ;  to  save  what 
might  please  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye  and  the 
pride  of  life,  that  we  may  contribute  more  bountifully  to  the  cause 
of  our  blessed  Redeemer.  And  finally,  in  regard  to  the  building 
up  of  the  church  and  the  conversion  of  the  world,  we  must  re- 
member that  we  are  nothing,  and  that  the  blindness  of  man's  un- 
derstanding and  the  perverseness  of  his  heart  will  baffle  all  our  ef- 
forts, unless  God  is  pleased  to  interpose,  and  accomplish  the  work 
by  his  own  omnipotence.  While  we  devote  ourselves  unreserved- 
ly to  Christ,  and  make  faithful  exertions  in  his  service,  we  must 
watchfully  check  every  tendency  in  our  minds  to  self-esteem  and 
self-dependence,  and  rely  wholly  upon  the  grace  of  God  to  give 
us  success.  This  renunciation  of  self-dependence,  this  deep 
sense  of  our  insufficiency,  and  humble,  childlike  confidence  in  di- 
vine grace,  is  more  pleasing  to  God,  and  will  have  more  influence 
in  advancing  his  kingdom,  than  the  highest  intellectual  powers, 
and  the  most  splendid  actions.  For  God  resisteth  the  proud,  but 
bestows  favor  upon  the  humble. 

We  have  now  seen  what  are  the  obstacles  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  great  and  excellent  work  we  have  undertaken.  Let 
us  only  keep  these  obstacles  out  of  the  way,  and  the  religion  of 
the  gospel  will  soon  make  more  rapid  progress.  For  the  causes 
which  operate  in  its  favor  under  the  administration  of  a  benevo- 
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lent  God,  arc  numerous  and  powerful.  And  in  my  view,  there 
never  was  a  time  when  they  were  so  numerous  and  powerful  as 
they  are  now,  or  when  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  pre- 
cious promises  in  favor  of  the  church  was  so  manifestly  approach- 
ing. K  we  and  our  fellow-laborers  only  keep  in  our  place,  and 
do  our  work  faithfully,  and  throw  no  hinderances  in  the  way,  the 
cause  of  our  Redeemer  in  Christian  and  in  heathen  lands  will 
prosper.  Powers  human,  angelic,  and  divine  are  united  in  its 
favor,  and  will  press  it  forward.  All  the  perfections  of  Jehovah, 
all  the  principles  of  his  merciful  administration,  all  the  truths  of 
his  word,  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  the  glowing  benevolence 
and  swift  obedience  of  myriads  above,  and  all  that  is  pure  and 
holy  in  the  affections  and  labors  and  prayers  of  Christians  on 
earth,  conspire  together  to  bring  forward  the  salvation  of  the  world. 
See  what  a  mighty  influence  these  various  causes  are  exerting  ! 
See  what  a  bright  prospect  there  is,  that  things  will  soon  be  ac- 
complished for  the  salvation  of  men,  which  prophets,  apostles, 
martyrs  and  reformers  never  saw  !  Behold  the  Son  of  God  com- 
ing to  inherit  all  nations  !  Oh  !  take  care,  brethren,  not  to  cast 
any  hinderance  in  his  way.  I  charge  you  and  myself  not  to  clog 
the  motion  of  any  of  these  wheels  of  divine  providence.  If  we 
have  put  a  hinderance  in  the  way,  let  us  quickly  remove  it.  And 
if  any  one  finds  himself  a.  hinderance,  let  him  remove  himself. 
Better  be  an  exile  from  creation,  than  to  stand  in  the  way  of  God's 
work. 

Finally.  Let  us  never  forget  that  it  is  owing  to  the  grace  of 
God,  that  the  cause  of  Christianity,  with  so  many  obstacles  in  its 
way,  lias  made  such  progress  in  the  world.  Is  it  not  rather  a 
matter  of  wonder,  that  this  light  of  the  world  has  not  been  totally 
extinguished,  than  that  it  does  not  shine  more  brightly  ?  I  might 
have  pointed  you  to  the  general  perverseness  and  obduracy  of 
man,  the  whole  current  of  the  world,  and  the  powers  of  darkness, 
as  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  Christianity.  But  I  have  dwelt  only 
upon  our  own  deficiencies.  We  who  profess  to  be  friends  to  re- 
ligion, and  to  act  in  its  favor, — how  little  have  we  done  to  pro- 
mote it,  and  how  much  to  hinder  it?  May  not  some  of  us  have 
reason  to  fear,  that  the  cause  of  Christ  has  been  more  injured  by 
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our  failings,  than  benefited  by  our  services  ?  Oh !  what  would 
become  of  this  precious  cause,  if  left  in  our  hands,  and  if  its  suc- 
cess rested  ultimately  on  our  faithfulness?  What  would  be  the  con- 
sequence, if  the  salvation  of  men  had  no  better  security,  than  our 
own  efforts  ?  Were  all  our  affections  devoted  to  it,  and  all  our 
powers  exerted  in  its  behalf;  still  how  feeble  we  are,  and  how  lit- 
tle should  we  be  able  to  accomplish  !  But  have  we  devoted  all 
our  powers  and  affections  to  this  holy  cause  ?  Has  not  the  great- 
er part  of  the  little  we  possess,  been  on  the  wrong  side  ?  And  it  be- 
comes a  very  serious  inquiry,  whether,  taking  our  whole  character 
and  life  into  view,  the  spiritual  kingdom  of  Christ  might  not  have 
been  better  without  us,  than  with  us  ?  Is  it  not  a  miracle  of  di- 
vine power,  that  religion  maintains  a  place  in  the  world,  and  is 
making  any  progress,  when  there  is  so  much  to  oppose  it,  even 
among  its  friends  ?  For,  go  where  we  may,  what  Christians  are 
there,  who  do  not  mingle  great  imperfections  with  all  they  do  in 
the  service  of  Christ  ?  Let  it  then  be  the  abiding  sentiment 
of  our  hearts,  that  the  cause  of  religion  connot  be  trusted  to  man  ; 
— that  it  is  safe  only  in  the  hands  of  him,  who  is  the  author  and 
finisher  of  our  faith  ;  that  whatever  we  may  do,  and  whatever  our 
missionaries  may  do,  the  heathen  will  never  be  enlightened,  ex- 
cept by  the  power  of  him  who  first  caused  the  light  to  shine  out 
of  darkness, — that  not  a  soul  will  ever  be  quickened  and  saved, 
except  by  that  sovereign  energy  which  raises  the  dead.  Let  then 
the  pride  of  man  be  abased  ;  let  every  high  thought  be  brought 
low,  and  let  God  alone  be  exalted. 


